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Fi Leh themſelves afld-other: yby thei? Delauchen Q 
, their deplorablEunyitt GNP 
and lets they dye, ( which Elbe fre quently, Wh > AY 
rowful Heart, obſerved ) is the Occ, may | NJ 
be of ſome orber ſuch Little and Cheap "Publicationss ©" 0 > NY 
Tt is by the Wickedneſs and Ungodlineſs of young & 
"Perſans, that the Devil exalts his Kingdom inthe World, * DW 


and-makes it-to be a Plantation-or Nurſerpfor hims' 
{1 in oy Sin and Fice ſhall grow, and Yiree and © | 


" Vine clif to: Generation : , well Pribwing, thatit"is | 
 -the beft Secubity which te can have,that their Po ” 
| WY like their Parents?) willmake haſte tobecome his$ub2 - - 
+ and 'Servants:.*-Nathing Ruines'the World, arid” © 
| 790 7” bring mach MINT into it, as the Miſearriages 6f. 
that are-youn LN Woiem, of to tell 
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| for fear of nay Pniſhe 
-_ Ni RR ejing.the great God, at= 
eterna 011 men ie e the conſequence of it-: -.. 
4 were-tikewiſe: very Hap PPV , if the Advantages of a. 
'virtugus ;Life would. prevail, with young, 
; Nothing: is; more; acknowledged { and-yet + 
Ef! vain peer Th that which the Prophet ſaithy 
- Tami 3+27« 11 is g00d fora. Man that he bear -the yoke in. 
bis Touths:-, No Man vegin-20 Wires tith he - begins-to, 
live. well; The - Prodigal -in the Parable. was dead. 
whilſt he lived a riotous eb This- {Jn ap dead, &c. 
No-main begins: to-be Happy, till tobe Rel} 
gi0us; bocauie he knows that he.is|wrong and-out . of 
', OS CIO | There-is continued Fra: _ Per= 
;upon every: ſerious ught-: no 
ne -but La ac ne for Koch be wn | 
ers. gc knombovge, in-t cir Diſtreſs an 
real ſenfibility0 their-condition, that. they yn en- 
dan true Pteaſure,or- Satisf ns. ſe their 
Irinds were. not [ubjet- #0 the Law of God -' at;difobe- 
Aient to. it-:-And therefore thoſe that"often ſaw-their - 
merry Faech, did not. ſee how forrowful. their Hearts 
wvere inthemidf of minth-;, ror how many. gripes they 
Had la their Ss tothink of their condition.” The”. 
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young manthat fears God, aud lives ober dui godly life 
/ bath more pleaſure in one day, thay. vhefultiourand-diſo 
bedient can have in 1be longeſt Agee: | 


But this ſhall not be my preſent ſubjeth, though, it. 


would be a very pleafant., one; becauſe the: l 
and Stubborn.Nature of Manis-not ſyaptto; be 


as drivento that 'which is good» And: the co de- 
ration'of preſent Miſerjes:ir this life, which arezthe 


Objetts. of ſence, are more apt. to, prevayl 
-  eternal;Miſeries of the life to come, wl 
Qbyjefts. of Faith. 1 ſhall therefore confider. ſome of 
the -intalerable Niſeries which. young Perfons' bring; 
- upon: themſelves, which they little foreſee, when they 
begin to allow themſelves in the negte@ of thezx Du- 
ties to.God'and men. CPUGT 
We live in a. City where there is. abundance af 
Riches,: but a great many Snares. If. the - minds of 
young Perſons be wel) diſpoſed.that come hither, they: 
,, may become great as well as ood, from the ſmalleſt, or 


rather no beginning. It were endleſs to give an ac-. 


count of the: great Eftates with which poor Orphans, 


Hoſpital-boys, .boys, Foundlings., and ſuch like,--. = 
have been bleſſed in this City, -and the Good. that they ,---, -- 


- have Cone in the World; whoſe minds: have been. in- 


clined: to that which-is good-and honeſt, But on. the-- * 
hich-is god 7 


other hand, whereinclinations prevail-to that which-is 
evil, there are inhumerable Temptations ready to hur-- 
Ty. young Men and Wygmen to .ſeyeral ſorts of de- 
, fifudtive Wickedneſs. That which 7 ſhall only men- 
tion at preſe: -js Theft; a Sin which-hath alwaies been 
in the World but. 7 have ſome reaſon to ſay, that It: 
abounds more in this than many are aware of : Com- 
Plaints may be made in the words of the Proph et” 
- Hloſea, c: 7.v. 1s The Thief cometh within, and troops of 
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Robbers ſpoyl. without. IT do not intend to ſpeak af «5, 


Theft atlarge,( all Deceit being a breach of the Eighth, - , 
Commandment.) but of that whichis/ commonly. called. A 
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*ſo. That 1 may do what in me lies to ſuppreſs this Pvil, 


*1wilt endeavour to ſhew, 


x» What this Sin is in its own nature. 
2.  Theevil Concomitants of it. 


i al )- 3. The fatal Conſequences of it. And, 


© - 4+ Give ſome Advice to young Perſons for the pre» | 
vention of it. | 

ſ I. What this Sin is in it ſel A moſt hateful Wick- 
-ednefs, which every one is aſham'd to own, much more 

. to juftifie. - No man that robs another, offers 
fo great violence to him as he offers to himſelf : He 


- breaks throngh the moſt forcible Conviions of his 


own mind, that- Guard which God hath ſet. upon- the 
\"Sonl of Man, to keep it from Deftruttion. That every 
,One Is to have his own, and that it ought not to be. 


. raken from him, is one of the firſt impretiions en our ' 


'mind:; when” we are little Children. , To take away | 
the Right of another, either ſecretly or openly, either -- 
Þy Theft or Robhery, (for I ſhall ſpeak of them pros. | 
"miſcuouſly) is ſo Jow ard ſo baſe a thing, that though - 
'the Devil can prevail with many wicked! men ſo far as 
*ro be gwilty of it,.in hope of concealment, yet he can- 
'not harden any ſo, as not to-be confounded when-they 


"ate diſcoyered ;, 'The Thief is aſhamed when he is found, 


?r..2, 26, There: needs.no Bible to Thew him' his | 
Sin; the moſt ſayage Heathen in the World 'can- tell - 
*him, That it is to beabandon'd and abhorr ;- and the 


"Thief knows, that he is worle. thay that Heather. 
..cſt 'Severiies 
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- Advice to youns Perſons, Y- 
of a Commander, to whom a Woman complain'd, That 
one of his Souldiers had ſtolen anJ eaten ſome of her- GRag 
Milk : The Souldier thereupon was put to death, ane F 4 jt - 
his Stomach ript open, that if the Milk were not there, 
the Woman might ſuffer death for her falſe Accuſation / * / * 
if it were, ſhe ſhould have ſatisfa&tion for it , befides 2 
the Life of the Offender, and ſo it proved. The Thief <* - 
is one that un-mans himſelf, that he may become a 2Þ 
hated Beaſt of Prey. Some ſay, that the reaſon why - 
God 'forbad his People. Iſrael eating Fowls of Prey, 
Zevit. 11.13, ©c. was, that they might not prey upai 
one another, More of the baſeneſ(s of this Sin will £31 
neceflarily follow under other heads. INE | 
I. Conftder the evil Concomitants of Theft. As a4; 4 © % 
Man, ſo a Sin is commonly-known by its Companions.F* [ S 
/ 
/ 
| 


The hainouſfneſs of this Sin may be known by thole that + -- 
keep it company. I will not undertake to mention all / 
of them, When men break looſe from the firſt Prin- 3+, © 7 
ctples of common Honeſty, it may well be expetted, | 
that the Devil ſhould ſo far prevail with them, as ta 
ſtick at nothing that is wicked. I will therefore only \_ 
mention ſome of them. ; 
I. Jying. This isſo well known, that it is become 
@ Proverb, He that will fleal will lye : The ſhame of 
that calls to'this to! ſhelter and prote@ it. A Lyar is' 
ahominable to God, who hath declared, that Hell ſhall 
be his Portion. I may mention'one place amongft 
many, becau'e there isa particular Note in it of Gods 
diſpleaſure aga*nſt- that Sin, Rev. 12. $. The fearful 
(7. e thoſe th-t deny their Religion, for fear of Perfe- 
cution) and u.velieving, and the abominable, and murde= 
ers, and whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters,"and* 
4 hars ſball have their part in the lake which burys with: 
fire and brimfone. All Lyars, which ſeems'to intimate," , ., 
that th fee of the other ſinners ſhould. eſcape;*.... * 
ot. Or ratherit may have: a0. we, 
rts of Lyars that are in the world 3 
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E- .Aavice to young Perſ-ns. - * 
of which it is not to-my preſent purpoſe to give an -Ac-. 


count : Moſt certainly it denotes to us, that the God: gf _ 
. Truth hates, and will ſeverely puniſh Lyars. 


It is a Sin that is abominable to men too, for it is the 
bane of all Traffique, Converſe and Society. It is de- 
firutive of the very. end of Specch : | For to. what 


purpoſe ſhould men ſpeak to one another, if what . 


they ſay cannot be believ'd ? But to the Thief, Lying 


isa thing in courſe of which his hardened. Conſcience 


takes little notice : I queſtion whether he ever thinks 


toask God forgiveneſs for it,or whether he thinks he 


ſhall need to do it, * 

' 2. Blood-ſhedding. The Prophet Nahum. charges 

theſe three upon Nineveh, c. 3.7. 1. 0 to the bloedy 

City,it is full of Lyes aud Robbery. 1 wiſh there were 

not cauſe for ſuch a denunciation againſt our City. 
Thieves ate very barbarous and inhumane : The Life 

of a man ſignifies little'or nothing to them, if he offers 


to.keep-that which is his own from theſe men.of Crueh. 


ty; of which*every year produces inſtances., The 


man (in the Pargſyle, Luk 10.) might expedt pity. from, . 


the Paſſengers ;Þut there is no mention of any that 
was to be expetted from the Thieves : They ripped 
him, they wounded him, and they left bim balf dead. There 
is a Cruelty which theyre guilty of, which is a kind 


of Murder by conſegyence : and that /is their robbing 
the poor and:needy. ;! The Son of Syrach ſaith, Ecclef. 


4 


34+ 22- He that taketh away his Neighbour's living, ſlay 
eth him : and he that defraudeth the Labourer of his hire, 


- is & blood-ſhedder. The poor man who hath gotten & 


little Mony to buy Bread for his Family, is as ſoon 


way-laid and robb'4 as he that hath abundance. The 
Labourer, that carries home that which: he earzes. 


with the ſweat of bis Brow, ſhall loſe jt inthe time of 
his ſweet fleep, if the Thief cqu break in and fleal. it. He 


3s ſo far from obſerving that Goſpel-Precept, Epb. 4.2. 


Let kin that fole, ReaFno more: but let him labour, work: 
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 Þ jag with hivhends, &c. That heis reſolvednot only te 
_ - Þ continue tealing, but to fteal fromihim wha doth Je- * 
bour with bis bands. This is ſuch'a Cruetty, as may 


fitly come under this head of Murdey ;, foritis totake 
away the Bread of the needy. FF + 
3+. Uncleanneſs. Adultery and Fornication are the - 
common fins which Thieves are guilty of. I ſhouldnot - 
have mentioned this, nor indeed have thought ofit; - 


if I had not very good ground for 'it, from the acknows-- - 


tedgment of condemned Malefaftors: They--are 2 ' 
lewd a Ar Men and Women, who having broke 
looſe from Honeſty, do not at all value Chaſtity.” That: 


only which they are afraid of is the poyſoning of one - 
anothers Bodies ;, yet this, it ſeems, 1s very common - 
too (which by the way might be a good Argumentto | 


all young Men, to beware of thoſe filthy-diſeaſed Crea- 


tures, which walk the ftreets 'in the night-time, on - 


purpoſe to entice Men into their dangerons Embra-: 


ces, robbing thejr Souls, Bodies and 'Purſes at the 


ſame time) Whenonce Men and Women forſake the 
cammon Principles of mankind, and become Beaſts : of 
prey, it is no wonder if like Beaſts. they be in common 
one with another. 


4» Profane Swearing and Curſing. The Prophet Ze-" 


charjah, c. 4$.v. 3, 4. ſpeaks of the Judgment of God 
cutting off the Thief and the Swearer ;; Surely then when 
they both meet in one and the-ſame perſon, he may well 
expet to be.cut off. We ſeldome hear of any High- 


way Robberies, but we hear how deſperately the Rods - 


bers ſwear and curſe 5 how they call to God for Dam- 


nation ; and fince he doth not preſently' ſend it; they ' 
make haſte to it by their ſpeed to the Gallows. Solo- - 
mon ſaith, Prov. 29. 24. Whoſo is Partner with a Thief, . 
| bateth his own Soul : he heareth curſing, and bewrayeth it 
wot. By Curfng we may underſtand, as many do, thoſe 


blaſphemous Speeches whichare wont to come gut of 
the mouths of T hievgs, . if he thas is with 
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Þ-; | mighty, that we may wonder how he that. is guilty of 
© it, 'can ever C to bein the fayour of that God. 
b-? fo Ryan toy eek omar Pods OY Ike 

* Rs allyoung perſons, afraid of it, Jett they wholly forſa 
| | . * God, aud be forſaben of bim. 1 proceed wan b 
i - . Ht. - The Conſequents of Theft, There ſhould be MD 
an, end. propounded to every ation, and every' one 
DL ſhould contider whether the enſuing diſadvantages 
| will not -out-weigh all the advantages that can be 
\ 1 . hoped for. But the Thiefmuſt be a man void of Con«: 
Aderation, and. one in whom nothing but Deſperate! 
. Folly and Madneſs bears ſway ; for he makes the worſt 
|Choice of any man living , and in a ſhort time muſt 
. neceſſarily conclude, that the miſerableſt Beggar that WM? 
is honeſt, is better than he. He hath little reaſon to {Aaer 
j | be Proud, or to rejoyce in his Undertaking ; for it is 
"i that which many Beggars refuſe, as being too baſe Þ 
A | . and vile. - I ſhall conſider the Conſequences. of it in 
8 three reſpetts. - =_— 
| | I. It brings intolerable Pain and Uneafineſs to the Za! 

: Mind. There have been many inftances, which ſhew | 
. that the Conſcience of a Thiefis-not ſo faſt aſleep as Ma 
. many honeſt men that are robbed by him : Nor! 
ean they bind that ſo faſt from ftirring, and crying, Þ 
{ Thief ] as ſometimes they bind thoſe that ate awake: F 
- The Thief goes up anddown the” World with a Curſe 
very like to Cain's; he is afraid that every one that meet salfl the 
. bim ſhould lay hold on him, in order to the taking a-ſf'@ te 
way of his Life» The fear and terror of Thieves is{-be- 
excellently deſcribed by Fob, as well as their - wicked W ag2 
\ Trade, Fob 24 16, 17. +1 the dark they dig through} wit 
. - bonuſes, which they kad marked for gbemſelves.in the day-\j| anc 
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_ Advice to yourrg Perſons, , - 9 © 
op Mhime: © they know not | the light,” ' For” the ' viorning is 
ot ito them even as the ſhadow of Death: af one know them, 
of Mabe are in the terrors of the fhadow of : deaths Their 
mmployment i the>day-time is, to-find out a Houſe 
1 which 'they may:rab'in-thenight : And in robbing ano- 
of fther; they :rob themſelves. of their peace and quiet. 
7 When the Day comes, they cannot ſay, that they care 
Wt who knows them : for if there be but one that knows 
them, they are preſently in the terrors of the ſhadow of 
Death :. they: are truck with _ Fear, as a Man whom 
Death doth»ſaddenly furprize' or overſhadow. - Theft 
1sa prodigiaus folly as well as. wickedneſs; for what=- 
ever the:ſtolen Goods are worth, they cannot anſwer 
the fear and-terror which-immediately follows, and is 
of long continuance. Twas(many years fance) a Spe- 
RHator at the Execution ofan Old Man, who (as it ap- 
pear'd toollate) ſuffer'd wrongfully.As he proteſted his 
[Mnnocency, relating,to that for which:he was Condem- 
ied, (other Thieves had thrown the ſtaken Goods un- 
der.a Shop where he lay aſleep) ſo he confeſs'd, That 
2n he was a young Man, he ftole a Handkerchief 
from a Hedge, which was a trouble tohimall the days 
Jof his Life. He added, That he alwaies thought he 
Fſhould be hang'd, becauſe of that Handkerchief. It was 
Ka ſmall Theft that he was guilty of; but the trouble of 
| his mind was very great, and the fear of God's Juſtice 

Ha. continued Terror. | 

L ſhall mention one more amongſt many,which I had 
[ from-a Condemned Malefattor,.by which it appears, - 
f that the terrors of death do ſometimes take hold on 
Thieves, and will not let them go, though none. know 
& them. One of the-Gang was on a ſudden ſurpriz'd with 
ba terrible apprehenfion that he ſhould be taken, tho? 
78-be-had not heard of -any Purſuit or Warrant that was 
againſt him: He diſcovered his fgar'to this Perſon, and 
8 withal told him, that he knew he ſhould be executed, 
| and he ſhould., upon his Examination, diſcover 
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; if he could-not otherwiſe be rid of his Fears, tog0 ll 


. ying perſmaded him on to the Water about —_ P 

- 4s the. conſequent of -Wickednefs. : 
© «the-paor man begg's ſo hard for Mercy; when-th 
' -Murder: He. ſoon heard of the dead Body of a1 
«bly: afraid, that if he ſaw i it, the Corps would'bleed,: « 


-there would - -fomewbat happen, 


is impoſſible that a Thief can think ofanythi 


"te butward Concerns. 


. . moſt.wicked in other: ref hate . a Thief.:. T 
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10 Aavvice to young Perſons. 
himand the reftof his Companions. ble was de 


yond the Seas: but-hereplyed; that he in ; 
todo.it. Hereupon,in a private Conſult, they-r | 
-ved to be his Executioners.and {o they-wete;: for. '| 


they there drown'd him. Thes we ſte how fear and 


The Perſon fram whom T. had this Account told-n "8 
that.he was the chief AQor in itz and thatit had bee 
an unſpeakable trouble tohim zandthe greater,becaul 1 


threw. him out of the Boat. He likewiſe diſcovered | 
[Remarkable Paſſage, which'was the-conſequent: of: 


-watſh'd up at WeftminSer ; and although. hs-wasterii 


Whjcy would | ll 
-trayhim-; yet he could not forbeargqzaa | 
-were the ſame Perſon ; but it prov 'd.tobec 


;tetrasa Jayland the Gallows, Hell and, ft 1Qi 
-How then can liis mind: be at caſe?: FELIX 
: 4-2. Confider the Conſequence of Theft, i xeſeren 


1. It.isa Sin-which makes every man turn Enem 
who is guilty of it. 1 may wy; ofthe Thiefas the / 
[/poſtle ſaith of -other Perſons, T — God,..4 
. are r"utrary-to all men., 'It is a-Sin ſo-abominable; ti 
fo fa. asany are ſuſpeRed:to. be guilty:iof ts, new es af 
abhorr'd. The day of their Execution-isa ' joyful-daſ 
tothe World. Thieves;are not only hated of :goo 
men, but they are ſuch'vile Hanes of the Devil, 
'arc hated of all their fellow-Servants.. Theſe that- at 


World ever cryed out againſtthem.- In Fob'stime, of - 
is wppos'd.tahaysdived before: Meſes,there-wascryin 
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al after a Thief, Fob 30-5. and our Saviour's Expreſſion, 


Mark 14: 48. ſuppoſes that Men are alwaies ready with. 


J Swordsand Staves.to take a Thicf, -, They muſt.needs 
be hated, becauſe men are: alwaiesafraid. of them, . left 


"hl their: Shops ſhould be robb/d in the-day; and -theie 
oh Pockets' pick'd; or, that their Houſes ſhould be. bro- 


$- ker in-the night ; and therefore there muſt be Bolts 
NY and Bars. Thieves are like the Devil; that, go up-and 


down, ſeeking 'whom. they may devour... They are :ſuch 


_- Plagues to the Wosld, that onr Saviour tells us, Heaven 


3s a place of Happineſs, becauſe there are nonethere 3 


hell Mat. 6.20. Lay up for your ſelves Treaſures in hequen, 
where thieves cannot break through aud fleal. 


Under: this head 1 may confider what a Thief -is to 


| all his honeſt Relations:- Such & ſhame !:that it.is-great 
-  zacivility:to fpeak of him in their company, or fo.much 
asto mention his:Name, if trangers be preſent, If-he 


hath a Father or Mother, Whocan find words or-courage 


-r0 expreſs their heart-breaking grief 'and ſorrow ? 
'- They wiſh a thouſand times that he*had never been 


\ born, noythbemſelves neither. Nothing in, this Werld 
-can afford comfort to them, which bears, any propor- 
-tion totheir. grief; ſo thatif there were not a-God to 


-ſupport', it:might well be expedted that DifreaQiion 


-or Death ſhould ſeize upon them. - 1-once:faw, at- an 
Afﬀazes, a Thief condemned, who was-nd Tooner taken 
from the Bar, but his ' Mother ſtept up;; the poor Wa- 


-man would fain have ſpoken to-the Judge; and could - 


not ;, butby the beating and wringing of her Hands;her 


- diſtralted Countenance, and other Evidences of her in- 


- ſupportable grief, ſhe melted -both Judge-and ]aſtices 
aad many hundreds more, -into:Fears. What”is. these 
,n all the Gains of Wickedneſfs, which can make amends 

to Parents for that ſorrow which they endure, when 


-* they confider with what LN Care and; Paines 


- they preſerved a Life, which-mult be taken ayay.by an 
ExFcutioner# .. Little da yoann P-rfons think,” when 


they 
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they take Evil courſes, what'a Grief they are, or may 
beto their Father, and what 4 bitterneſs to ber that bare 
them, Prov. 17. 25. - © d; 

' '2. Theftis a Sin which hath the moſt manifeſt curſe 
following; it:” Thieves of all men, have reaſon to. ſay, 
that' Treaſures of wickedneſs profit nothing : How many 
foever they ruin, they donot enrich themſelves. ?Tis: 
ſeldome that Felons Goods amount to any thing that 
is conſiderable , unleſs they have heen newly taken. 
What they-get wickedly, they commonly ſpend wicked- 
ly and ſpeedily» Doubtleſs it coſt; them a great deal 
of Money. in rioting, that they may drown the voice of 
their Conſciences, and forget how ſorrowful they have 
made others. They are at great Charge, it may be; 
in keeping Confederates, and engaging them in their 
athtance : Beſides, they are not of ſettled Habitations, 
but- are running «up and down, and muſt not. value: 


Charge, ſotheycan tbut hope for ſafety and farther op=- 


portunities of doing miſchief. Thus they ſpend what 
they get,and only {eave their Cloathes to him that rids 
the World of them. Their condition is deſcribed, Fob 
24. 18, He is ſwift as the waters; their portion is accur- 
ſed on the earth, and they know yot the way of the Vineyards. 
' He is ſwift as the Waters :, he runs like a violent 
!ftream, being burried by his fear and danger. Their 
!portion, this Clauſe is plural, though the other. was not, 
-denoting (ſay ſome) the univerſality of the Curſe. How 
/many ſoever there are of them, and how much ſoever 


*they get, their Portion ( 1. e. whatever they have) 7s 
© accurſed on the earth. They behold not the way of the Yine- 


yards. To'bebold, frequently fignifies to ſee with de- 
kghtz ineards are places of Profit and Pleaſure ;, and,. 
1 conceive,the meaning is, that they are a curſed Crew, 
that enjoy no good in the World. 

2. Iwill conſider the Thief, in reference to another 
World. It may ſeem ſtrange, conſidering the Nature 


an: Covacomitants of this Siny that thoſe that are wy, 
| 0 
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of it ſhould not be Atheiſts ; and yet the contrary aps. 
pears in many of them. A notoricus Robber told me; 
 Fhat he never doubted cf a God, but hoped by Re+ 
pentance at laſt to gain his Favour ; and we find the 
vileſt of them as ſenftble then of a Soul departing,asof a 
Body dying. And it may ſeem noleſs ſtrange, thataf- 
ter they have been ſo deſperately wicked, they ſhould 
expect forgiveneſs from God, when they can be ſono 
longer ;, andyet they diſcover great confidence of it. 
But it will appear, that their Caſe is very deſperate, if 
we conſtder , N 
x, When it is that they repent. One would think, 
that ſo ſoon as a Thief comes into Priſon, the terrors 
of his Conſcience ſhould lay hold on him, and that he 
ſhould conſider that the Profit or Pleaſure of his Sin 
cannot compenſate that miſerable confinement, and the 
ſhame of appearing at the Bar of Juſtice, though he 
ſhould eſcape with his Life : But he is ſo hardened' in 
his Wickedneſs, that it is in vain fora Miniſter, or an 
other, to ſpeak to him of the concern of his Soul,whil 
he hath any Hope that he ſhall eſcape the death of 
his Body. He will not endure to hear of it ſo long as 
there is hopes that he may continue his Wickednels. / 
It is, it ſeems, a common prattice, ifa Miniſter comes 
to ſpeak with one whom he knows not, to ſend 'ano» 
| ther to perſonate him, that when he is gone, they. may: / 
make merry at the Relation of what he ſaid, and his * 
diſappointment. I had ſuch a Trick put upon me 
when I went to viſit one (at the Requeſt of his-Rela- 
tions) who was executed ſoon after it. Good Counſel 
is but the occaſion of mockery to many of them, till 
they are ſure they ſhall be executed, and are within' a 
little of it. They are ſo deſperately wicked, that they 
will keep their Hand in ure, by ſtealing in the Priſon, 
if there be opportunity for it. IT once vifited a fick 
Priſoner, whoſe near Relation had ſent him a Bottie of 
Cordial Water, and. whilſt he aroſe from the ground 
| hoy 
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to-ſpeak to me, his Bottle upon whichhe laid bisHead. | 
was ene: an or The time of that: Mai's Re. | 


-him/to have mercy 1 up RY all 

without wy griefpr row forthe 

.Doubtleſs, his Conſcience ma tell him af the 

| thas hoix noel rrp her 1 at he | 
that the Gallows wilt hinder ta yn ſa. any / 
longer; He thinks that:repeatance- confifts; in norningy 
elſe, but the confeſlingof his fig, to Gad and his 
- Metcy and Pardon frgn him and if this. wereall, t 
/ were very little diculey jon? in bein ſeg mery| 
little ſeeking wonld find he Kingd sdom po > es 
man ſhould needto \dook ih beg ie ag ualeſs. $4 al 


"for kim:no more; _ theſe and ſuch. like os De. 
W- << _ ; $'doth the Devil _ -rem3 Ht the Souls þi6 
ES EDO e: r- reatures, u: and the mytte 
WEE "ihe, po bug will not. underſtand that which is moſh 
_ ' reaſonably and moſt plainly required of them, in order. 
-fo'their forgiveneſs and acceptance of God. Theſe two: 
| things- are of abſolute. neceſſity, which they conli- Y 
deraot.- | 
Lb. "Every Siqaer muſt þ haye the, Grace and.holys 


ve 
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& wercy of God to forgive his Sin. However, the fear 0 

' God, aud of his diſpleaſure, may be. the beginning of wiſ= 

F dom, yet it is. not the fipiſher of it; for then .a,man 

-& might be ſaved, thongh-he never Toved God. and, that 

Þ Kighreouſueſs and Zolmeſs which. is in God : Aman might 

FF then go to Heaven. without-any- preparation for ut 5 

9 | *tis enough toentitle him to it, that he is afraid of Hell, 

F. When the ſinner fearing puniſhment, not only; be= 


05 TS Par, 


Fin which he.finds an enmity againif the Laws of God, 
Y- doth. not only implore the mercy of God, but his, Grace, 
Þ and Holy Spirit, to change: his mindints+ a hatred of 
K allthis former-wicked ways, anda delight. in all that is 
BY £00d.,. this makes his; condition hapeful, and. ſhews 


* S 


calc of the worſt Thief in. the world, it might be. hope= 

Þ. fol cop- : But for a Thief to.beg, mercy-from God, is.no 
- more an-Argnment of his-Repentance and Amendment, 

don from the King. onde [tdi 

FF the reaſon of the King's. pardotiing and of God's. The 


G9 ASE RNRSE?P3HTHO 


Amendment ; but God doth not pardon, unlefs he ſees 
4 amendment by. a new: Principle-in.the Heart and. 


KF Mind of the Sinner: And therefore it is. of infinite ma=. 


- 7 ment for every guilty Sinner to examine himſelf whes - 
"F. ther there be ſuch a new Principle in. him. Bt 

'W. © 2. In caſes of injury done to-Men, there is no mercy. 

LY to be obtained from God, unleſs there be reſtitution of 

r&F the wrong done, or all that is. in the. Sinners -power to. 


9 do towards it. The Offender hath no reaſon ta expeRt 

F-that his Prayers ſhould be accepted of God, til he hath 
- done this in order to it 5, If thy Brother bath ought 4gainf 
_ thee, firſt reconcile thy ſelf to thy Brother, Mat. 5.24. How 


F rit of God torenew-his.ming, or elſe he cannot have the! 


EY. cavſe of bis evil.a&tions, but becauſe of his evil mind, * 


& that tbe fear of God was.in-him the beginning of. wiſdom, 
Þ (.-<- of HolineG and.Goodneſs 4, and if this were the; - 


terence between, 
BY King pardons from his Princely compatſion,.in hopes of” -- 


@nagy Man think that God, who xequires Love #9, oun.. 
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Neighbour, doing good to him, and relieving of him, can 


be reconciled to him, who hath ſpent his time in doing 
burt to his Neighbour, and never made any Reſtitution 


or Acknowledgment to him ? It is ſtrange that any- 


man can be ſo deluded as to think that he can rob his 
Neighbour, and keep his Goods from him, and then 


ve Forgiveneſs from God. This were to ſuppoſe: 
that God proffers Mercy to Sinners without their re-. 


gard to the Laws of Juſtice and Uprightneſs. There 
muſt be great ignorance in the” Thief, or elſe it were 


impoſhble for him to think that God, who hath. 


throughout rhe Scriptures declar'd his extream diſplea- 
ſure againſt all injuſtice and unrighteouſneſs , the Old 
Teſtament trialy requiring Reffitution from Thieves, 
Exod, 22. and otter places, and giving an account of 
temporal Judgments for Gareth 
' between man and man, as in Amos c. 4+ and many other 
places: And the'New Teftament declaring, that the 
| Gay of Judgment will be a day of Tryal of what Men 
are been to one another in the World; in which, God 


will caſt them into everla/ting puniſhment, that did not 


give to others; much more them that took away the 
Right of others, 2/7at. 25. 1 ſay, that if the Thief were 
not ftrangely ignorant, he could not think to expe 
Mercy from God , till he had done all that is in his 
power of Right to them whom he had wronged, If 
the Conſcience of the Sinner were rightly ſentible , it 
would fly in his face when he begs Mercy from God;and 
tell him, that he hath not ſent word to this or* that man, 
where his Goods are, and where he may have them a-, 
gain : Hewould think that he hears GOD fay to him, 


what haſt thou done ? the voice of thy Brother crieth unto © 


me, whom thou haft tnjur'd :, and canft thou expe Mercy 
from me, who doft refuſe to do that which is right to thy 
Brother ? The Heathens have a truer Notion of God 
than theſe men. The Winevites expetted no mercy 


from God, tilt they turned from the viokence that was in 


their 


on or wrong done, 
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can i zbeir hands; the meaning of which is, according to the 
ing | beſt, if not all Expotitors, that they would not keep, 
10Nn EF but reſtore that which they had wrongfully taken away. 
A I'will not enlarge _ this, having treated more at 
S  hrge upon it in another *Publications arias 2 
en I If the Thief be a true penitent, he will * of Refitution. 
> MN ſend to them whom he hath wronged, uſing his utmoſt 
e- W endeavour to help them to that which he hath taken from 
re i them : If he cannot do it, his grief will be the greater, 
re Wand he will moſt heartily beg their Pardon and their 
th Prayers. And this, 1 am fure, is the opinion: of all 
a- © Divines, of all Perſwaſtons, founded upon the Ho'y 
Id MF Scriptures, and upon the higheſt Reaſon. I urge this 
S, | the more, becauſe I lately had ſomediſcourſe wiih Ma- 
of FF lefaQors in the Priſon, who would not” be convinced, 
e /F that there is ſo much as Forgiveneſs to be asked from 
'r I Men, whatever wrong have been done to them; alledg- 
e I ing that which the Scribes ſpake when they cavilPd a- 
n BF gainſt our Saviour, ho can forgive fins but God only? 
4 W Mark 2. 9. Not knowing or conſidering that in all Se- 
£ © cond-table fins forgiveneſs is to be had from Men , be- 
& I cauſe there is injury done to them as well as to God, 
> | for otherwiſe, why ſhould the Scripture ſpeak ſo much 
t I of mens forgiving one another, and our Saviour-dirett 
3 FF us to pray, Forgive us as we forgive others ? "This Fors 
WW giveneſs is not expected where the perfon offending 
doth not at leaſt acknowledge the offence, and declare 


his grief for it. 1f thy Brother treſpaſs again#t thee, if he 


repent, forgive him : And gf he treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven 
times in a day, and ſeven times in a day turn again to thee, 
ſaying, [repent, forgive bim, Luk, 17. 2,4 AS God re- 
quires forgiveneſs from the Perſon offended, ſo he re- 
quires, that the Perſorroffending ſhould repent (7. e. 
declare his ſorrow) and ack forgiveneſs from him whom 
he hath injur'd ; If he turn unto thee, ſaying, Irepent, for- 
give him. 1 have heard MalefaAors beg very loud of 
God to forgive them, but I have ſeldom heard any .La- 


A 


ment 
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> - ment that they have done ſo much Miſchief to hanefl 
=... .and'inndcent Perſons. © They think, and I have heard 
”. them ſay, that if they ſuffer for what they have done, it 
- + aſufficient ſatisfattion to all whom they have robbed - 


* -— _ and therefore they,need not cuncern themſelves any 
=.  farther- Whereas'on the contrary, it is only a ſatisfa 
We. 0 'S Zftion to the Law, and none to them who have ſuffer'd 
© the wrong, butrather a gfief and trouble. I may ad 
_ . that of all condemnedMalefattors,. I have perceived leſ 
- appearance of Repentance in Thieves than in any other 
unleſs it be juſt at the time of Execution. I had onc 
occaſion to obſerve a remarkable Penitent, who was 
- condefnned for Comning : He ſpent his time in prayingÞ ; 
-to God and ning the. molt vetkement and pathetic: ?*) 
. culayions that ever / hcard from any man; ard the other 
Priſoners tokd me,that it was his praQice day and night, 
- But when 7 went in, and found hmm praying, / found the 
.comlemned Thieves fleeping :;, and being awak'd, they 
were ſtift afleep,as to any impreſſions that 1.could make 
-upon them. They were as Stocks and Stones in compa: 
rifon af that poor Penitent ; but when they. came toy 
_ their Execution, they cried-to God for mercy, which 
probably was all that they ever intended. 

31); Thoſe that are true Penitents, are defirous (9 
promote Piety and Juſtice in. the World, and to ſuppreſs 
Sin and Wickedneſs; both for the honour of God and 
of Religion; and likewiſe for the good and.welfare c 
Mankind. Ds. 

If Thieves were Penitent, they would do what+ ia 
themlies to ſuppreſs that wicked. trade, which hath ſo 
diſhonoured God and the Chriſtian Religion,. and hath: 
taken away ſa many good mens Eſtates. and-bad men: 
Lives; they would particularly ſend to their Compa- 
nions to heg of them to forſake their ways and turn tc 
God, But where ſhall we find any. ſuch repentance” ir. 
a Thief ? ha eat reaſon to ſay on the contrary 

Som what { bayeFheard in the Priſon, that ory. ND 
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their wicked trade may thrive when they are executed. 
/Thus 7 have given a brief Account of the Repentance 
of theſe poor wretches, how ſhort it comes of that 
which is neceſſary for the Salvation of their Souls. 7 
have no more reaſon to think that ſuch a man's Crying 
to'God for Mercy, meerly for fear of Hell, avails him 
any thing, than that God hears the Prayers of the Wild 
Triſh , of whom it is ſaid, that, when they go out to rob, 
they pray to God that they may find a good Booty. 
is a Repentance withont Piety or Juftice,which can fig- 


* nifie nothing. There is all Fear and no Zove in it, 7 pro- 


d to give Advice to young perſons , for the Prevemion 


© of Theft. 


1, Becareful to perform the Duties of Religion on 
he. Lord's Day : # is commonly the firſt Cor.iplaint 
at Thieves make inthe bitterneſs of their Souls, that 


' they made the Lord's Day a day of Yanity and 1dleneſy: 


From being at firft only Sunday-walkers for their Plea= 
fure, they became at length Night-walkers to their 


 Deftruftion. Thoſe that at firſt only turn their Backs 


upon the Church, and will not ſerve God in it, come 
thither at'length to ſerve the Devilinit; 7 mean, to 
Pick Pockets and rob thoſe that are doing thelt Duties * 


"to God. God ſaith to the wicked Jews, Fer. 7. 9. will 
' Je feal, &c. and fand before me in mine bouſe ? But we 


- have wicked wretches, who make God's Houſe a place 


” 


to ſteal 7n. Thoſe that are careful to obſerve the Or- 
dinances of God on that day, keep from ſuch horrid 
wickedneſs. | 

2. Take heed of evil Principles and Opinions in mat- 


| tets of Religion. Thieves are often deluded with a 


Conceit that the Gallows is deſtin'd for them,and there-« 
fore it was unavoidable. 7knew a poor wretched Crea- 
ture in the Country,who being blam'd for histhieving, 


and admoniſh'd to live an honeſt and induſtrious Life, - 


anſwer'd, That he alwaies thought it was ordained 
- | that 


Z "18-0 
them wiſh good ſucceſs to their Companions, and that 


over Creature : it plainly ſhews the delufion of the. 


"Security of -Happineſs both in. this world, and -that* 


-an Account as my Memory can retain, and in. his own” 


20, Advice teyoungperſonn. | 

that he ſhould be hang'd;, and therefore continued his | 
Practice till he was ſo indeed, and ſeem'd to have then *" I: 
ſome kind of Support from it. | 'Flﬀ 


And at the laſt Execution which I ſaw, there was a { 
notorious Robber ( who dyed of arbther Religion ) + 


v— 


- whoſe condition I lamented, as he paſſed by me in the - 


Priſon; and he told-me, that he hoped he ſhould ſubmit - 
with Patience, to that death which God had appointed 
for him. This is blaſphemouſly to ſuppoſe that God is% 
the Author of Wickedneſs, and a cruel Enemy to his be- 


a - : 
- 3+ Take heed of Apoſtatizing from the Beginings of 
a Religious Life: Early Obedience to God is the beſ-; 


"7 


which is to come ;, and it is very rare, that thoſe who : 
have been fincerely careful to pleaſe God, do t 
from it; and yet. ſometimes it is ſo; and then ſuchs, 
perſons, forſaking God, do. oft-times; run into. witked;;: 
and deſperate Courſes. Of this there was one inſftance® 
ſome years lance, of which I think fit to give as exa@t. 


words, who was both a Thief and a Murderer. | 
I was (ſaid he) when I was young, one-that was well af- . . 
feeed to the things of Religion : 1 was not only careful to, 
frequent the publick Worſhip of God, but afraid to commit : 
& ſecret $in, or to omit a ſecret Duty : But the Diſputes* 
that were about Religion made me doubt whether 1 washON: . 
the Right way, and not knowing where 10 ſerve God beſt, * 
1 grew remiſs and negligent. ' After that,l fell to Gaming, 
and having loſ# Mony by it, 1 liftened 10 thoſe that gave me-. 
wicked Counſel, After 1 came into the Priſon, for the. 
ſpace-of: Fourteen days and nights 1 thought my ſelf in Hel, 
Jogreat were the tortures of my Conſcience. I remembred-| 
almoſt every circumitance relating 10 my former care to ſerve 1 
God: What Miniſters I heard, what Texts, and. how the. | | 
Sermons 4ffeted me :, and concluded that ſuch an Apoftlite 
gould never obtain Merey from God. After thoſe Frey 


_ { : 


| days were expired, my. Deſpair | began to abate, and then 
(which was ahout «Four days before my Tryal) 1 ſpent my 
' time day and night in erying to God 10. bave mercy upon me, 
" 4d was beard bim, tor 1 found Lis Holy Spirit comfoy- 
ting. of me with .a"urance of the Pardon of my Sin; And 1 
Beſs God, the Sentence, of Death was not terrible to me ;; 
' and. 1 queſtion not, but 1 ſhall bave Comfort as my Executi- 
on from the ſame God.' An. inſtance which ſhews how. 
dangerous it is for young Perſons nat to. perſevere in 
the: praftice. of Religion, and how infinitely merciful 
' God. is to thoſe that are truly and f1ncerely penitent. 
- ,14+,.T ake heed of Idleneſs. AgursPrayer is, That God. - 
- would not give him Poverty,leſtbeing poor). he ſteal, 
-Prov. 30-9. As ſome men are poor by the Providence 
" of God, ſo athersmake themſelves poor by their own 
* Nlothfulneſs ;, which. isan.in-let to this Sin, that brings 
> bem to. DeftruQtion... God did not intend that Man 
"ſhould be. idle in the tate of innocency 3. nor are: the 
Þ- Fea Beings idle in the ſtate of Happineſs. And 
'thetruth iis, Man is a Creature to whom-idleneſs is irk= 
ſome, and therefore when-wicked men will not be ſet 
to. lawful Work, there's an Enemy that will:employ 
them: in. that which is unlawful. 
5». Be not fickle and unconſtant, but fix to that em- 
Lployment, to which the Providence of God doth prin» 
Fcipally dire. Many men diſſiking their Trades and 
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» MW Edu;ations, make tryals of that which they underſtand 
*. WW :;.-,and that brings them to the trade of Stealing at laft. 
'* WW 6. Be frugal. When young perſons addi themſelves 


"to the gratifying of a profuſe and laviſh humour, it will 
MW be maintain'd, tho' it be by ſtealing Mony when their 
* MW own is gone. They. are Thieves to themſelves in the 
$- place; or, I may ſay, that Zuf# and. Pride robs them, 
and then they rob others. . 
" _ 7, Fake heedof ſmall Beginnings in that willgh is un- 
; . T hoſe Servants that give little things out of the 
| hop, which they know their Maſters will not allow of, 
-oroutof the Kitchin, without the leave of their — 
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nore fiotorious Atts'of wii 
jon-weakens the defence 
i bonds of mantras and yo ts | 
© captain wayfor young-men to avoid this Iaſi. 
heart is, to obſerve the apa Rule be- 
- Limes, 30 exeroiſe themſelves gots. 
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bat bave "done wrong, bat * 
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perſons, that they may never bring oe ir n iſery 
this 1 vr got oo day Hts 
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